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Re:    Agenda Item 11(D). Hawaii Archipelago & PRIA, Community Issues  

 

 

Dear Chairman Ed Ebisui and members of the Council, 

 

HFACT is a not-for-profit, IRS 501c(5) organization, that advocates for small boat 

commercial, non-commercial, and recreational fishermen throughout Hawaii.  HFACT  board 

members sit on a number of federal fisheries management and endangered species advisory 

committees; and, HFACT is thoroughly familiar with and participates in ocean and marine 

resource management in Hawaii and the central Pacific. 

 

HFACT is perplexed and disappointed with the letter dated July 5, 2016, addressed to Dr. 

Bruce Anderson, Division of Aquatic Resources, State of Hawaii, regarding the Council's "full 

support" of the Hui Malama O Moomomi's Community Based Subsistence Fishing Area 

proposal. 

 

The Community Based Subsistence Fishing Area (CBFSA) proposal for Haena, Kauai 

Island, resulted in establishment of a CBSFA marine protected area absent quantifiable and 

measureable goals and a scientific monitoring plan.   Comprehensive inclusion of “community” 

stakeholders in proposal development was/is not evident. No “lessons learned” or “best 

practices” have been identified, quantified, or published.  The development of the Kaupulehu 

Marine Reserve proposal and its approval process has demonstrated similar flaws.  The 

Moomomi proposal has already manifested itself in contentious “community” (within and 

without) meetings and contributed to divisiveness within the “community” (intra- and inter-

island).  The sensitivity and absence of wholehearted support for the proposal is further reflected 

in statements by legislators and Hawaii residents during testimony before multiple committees of 

the Hawaii State Legislature during its 2017 session. 
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The basis for Council “full support” of the Moomomi proposal is unclear and deserves 

complete transparency and clarity. 

 

“Full support” of the Moomomi proposal is precedence setting. 

 

It is recommended that the Council revisit the “full support” position and develop criteria 

and standards to vet future proposals, thereby providing basis for a support letter and the 

attendant level of support assigned. 

 

The Council has the mandated authority to provide support as in the above cited letter.  

Clearly, with respect to the Moomomi proposal, “full support” does not appear warranted.  

Limited support is more appropriate.  Perhaps supporting the intent of the proposal; but, pointing 

out areas of risk and improvement that the Council would suggest to the proposal? 

 

To provide transparency to the fishing community constituency, the basis for declaration 

of “full support” and citation of whether comprehensive discussion by Council members 

regarding the matter was conducted, are requested. 

 

Thank you Chairman Ebisui and members of the Council for your continued support of 

Hawaii’s fisheries. 

 

Sincerely and Aloha, 

 
Phil Fernandez 

President 


